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LETTER ABOUT SLAVERY

This textbook assignment explores slavery at the very beginning of the Antebellum period. Students are asked to research what slavery was like during the Antebellum period, how it worked, its impact on South Carolina after the American Revolution, and what life was like for the Slaves and the slave owners who lived and worked on plantations in South Carolina. After researching students will write a first person letter from the plantations they live on explaining the realities of Slavery in the South during the Antebellum period.  YOUR GOAL FOR THIS TEXTBOOK ASSIGNMENT IS TO GATHER INFORMATION BY ACCESSING PAGES 118 THROUGH 127 IN YOUR SOUTH CAROLINA HISTORY TEXTBOOK AND THEN WRITE A LETTER TO FAMILY MEMBERS ACROSS SOUTH CAROLINA.  This will be worth a Quiz grade.  You have 2 days to work on this assignment.


1. What does the key term Antebellum even mean?  What language does it come from?___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. In the top right hand corner of page 119 there is a picture of “The Cotton Gin” in the South.  The two shadowy men in the back of the picture with top hats are farmers that own the plantations.  Who do you think the rest of the people are in the picture?  What are they doing in the picture?________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Read the article below the header that reads Achieving “Planter Ideal” and then answer the following question:  In need of a large labor supply, upcountry farmers began buying more __________________________________________________________________.

4. On page 120 in the right hand corner the picture reads, “Who among them do you think must work the hardest?”  Answer that question in the following space provided.  ________________________________________________________________________

5. What was the result of election districts from Taxable property? Pg. 121 – The Compromise of 1808 ________________________________________________________________________

6. Read the article on page 121 that says “Cotton and Slavery.”  Answer the following question:  How many slaves lived in the state of South Carolina by 1790?  How many lived in Greenville County by 1860?___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Even though slavery wasn’t outlawed in the United States until after the Civil War, when did the international slave trade end?____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Look at the picture at the bottom of page 122 and answer the following question, “What can you tell about how the work was done from the image?”_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Read the Article on page 122 that reads “The Plantation System.”  How long has slavery been around by this time?

10. Describe the self-sufficient communities of the Plantations.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. How were slaves treated by their Masters?  What were the punishments if a slave were to defy his master? (Page 122).___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. What is paternalism?  How were slaves treated as a result of it?______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. In order to keep the institution of slavery in place, what restrictions were placed on slaves? (Page 123)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. What is “institutionalize” slavery?_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15. Read the article on page 123 that reads Degrees of “Freedom?  Describe the two different systems of slavery._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16. What jobs gave slaves certain “freedoms” in their daily lives?___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

17. Read the Article “The Slave Community” on page 124 in the textbook.  What forms of resistance did slaves adopt?__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

18. Read the quotes on page 125 under the title “Defending Slavery.”  Choose one of the quotes and provide your own response to why that person would defend slavery even though it was morally wrong.__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

19. [bookmark: _GoBack]Now, pretend you are a captive slave, a free African American, or an abolitionist that is writing a letter to a distant relative on the issue of slavery.  If you are a slave, you will write to a free distant relative on how you are being treated and you will provide reasons to why you long for freedom and justice.  If you are a free African American, you will write to a distant relative that is a slave and you will explain your reasons for doing everything in your power to free that person from bondage.  If you are an abolitionist or an anti-slavery supporter, you will write to a Congressman about what you have witnessed in the plantations on the abuse of slavery and will try to get slavery a law in placed for slavery to be outlawed.  You must write a 2 paragraph essay with 10 sentences at the most.  They must be creative and inspiring.  Good luck!



